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“Rejoice in the hope 
Persevere in 

— Romans 12:12. 





















T he lake and plain of 

GBNNESAR.ET [view 10 SW, 
with Mount Tabor in the distance). 
Many of Jesus’ words and deeds, 
which changed wortd history, are 
linked to this. area. The lake of Gen- 
nesaret is more commonly known as 
the Sea of Galilee, At the lower left 
is Capernaum, under excavation. To 
the right of that, the shore bulges 
into the sea below a hill [covered 
with vineyards); likely here or near 
by, lesiis gave his Sermon on the 
Mount. [Math 5:1 j Luke 6:17-20} 
Beyond this stretches the plain of 
Gennesaret, from which the lake got 
its name. In Jesus' day the plain 
abounded in Jig, olive, walnut, and 
palm trees, as well as vineyards. It 
was “beside the lake ol Gennesaret" 
chat Jesus approached four men who 
were fishing and mending nets, and 
he invited them to become fishers 
of men. |Luke 5:1 II; Mau, 4:13, 
18 22; see below,] Also in this area, 
Jesus spoke from a boat to a crowd 
on the shore; they couEd probably see 
plants that he used as illustration;:. 
I Matt. 13: ] 35; Mark 4; i 9) I.ater, in 
a boat, Jesus and his apostles "came 
to land in Gennesaret. 1 ’ People from 
this area '‘brought him all those who 
were ill," and Jesus kindly healed 
them.—Matt. 14:34-36. 










J UDEAN HILLS. Many think of the wilderness;of Judah as an arid* dev¬ 
iate region to Which David fled from Saul and where Jesus spent 40 days, 
without water. This . 20 ne, from the mountains of Judah down CQ the Dead 
Sea, is; ita a land dry and exhausted” much of the tune. IPs. 63:1 |i Yet h It can 
have another face, as seen from these rounded hills. After the winter rain, 
$pn or. .finds the slopes covered with a heavy turf of grasses. I'he Jude&n hllH 
1 den make line pasture grounds for flocks Of While and spotted ftheep. jP^ 


65:12] During that season David, may have brought flocks here from his 
home in Bethlehem, f 1 Sam, 16:1, LI. Jin these hills; also, he later dealt with 
Nabd, who grazed large Socks around Carmel, a city In she- Judean wilder 
ness. 11 Sam. 25:2, 41 Sometimes a shepherd like David had to search for a 
sheep chat strayed, then c^ry ic back id the nock dn his shoulders. I Luke 
1 5:4 , 5] This was likely mure co-mmon when the summerhad dried up 
i h<? P cs?usin.K Hortk?- *o spread out in search of food. Jer 23 = 10. 











tmense duster of sweet fruit. Ijudg, 4:5- compare 
Song, of Solomon 5:11,] Once refreshed, the Israelites 
could carry a supply or dates With Thera as. they moved 
some 32 miles- SE to Mount Sinai. Centuries later such 
stately palm trees were a prominent decorative 1 moii- 
lit Solomon's Lem pie.— 1 K.L 0;2Q F 32^ 7:27, 3£u 


F EIhAN OASIS. After the Exodus, Gods people 
headed Into Sinai, How could that huge congrega¬ 
tion survive In what has been called "the great and ter¬ 
rible wildemess. 1 -? A key was to stop for water, food, 
and rest at desert oases. They did. so at Elim, with its 
12 springs and 70 palm Trees. {Hum. 33:9, IQ) My.v 


ing SB, they came to ot near the laige Frit-art oasis, 
seen here. Groundwater flowed to the surface In the 
valley, permitting a rather dense growth of trees 
acacias and tamarisks. Of even greater value to the 
Isr&ehteS the date paLms, These touLd grow to 

l GO feci acid offered both the ccILci aF shades and fm* 
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G ERASA, This city, built in the Transjordan by 
Greeks, became one of the t*ft known collec¬ 
tively as the Decapolis. I Matt, 4:251 The district of 
Gerasa (Jaxash) ran N from Jabbok Rivet, possi¬ 
bly to the Sea of Galilee, and it rnay have been re¬ 
ferred to in the account of Jesus' permitting, de¬ 
mons to a.0 into a herd of swine, i Mark 5:1; Luke 


S:26| The picture shows part of the temple of Zeus 
overlooking the skeleton of the Greco-Roman dty; 
with its circular forum and colonnaded main street. 
From patriarchal times h there was a settlement here 
on the ancient N-S trade mutt? on “the other side of 
the Jordan,” the pLsi&au h^iwt^-o the Jordan Va3ley 
and the desert, Ijosh, 13;S, 24 2& n 32: M:3J After 


leaving the area of Haran, Jacob traveled down this 
road toward the jabbofc- Laban caught up with him 
near here. This is. also close to where- Jacob wrestled 
with an angel. [Gen, 31:3-32:30 [ The part of this 
route from the Red Sea up to the Jabbok River W35 
called 'ih* king’s road,” which Moses asked to use. 

Num, 20:17; Dcul 2 :26 t 27. 
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O LIVE TREE -IN a WHEAT FIELD* To show the bounty that God n s 
people could enjoy, told Them of “a land of wheat and ... a 

land of 01 3 olives.” [Deui* S j .0; 32:13. |4) Some olive trees were grown 
in groves, but a valuable tree might stand alone near grain fields lJud.g- 
l r 3:'jj Olives and. wheat were important food smarces.. That Solomon 
had a-’ excess of Such to trade mdicafcefs how much God blessed him, 
' I Ki_ S\] I; 7 i iron 2:6- 10, I 31 Wheat ripens to a light gulden-brown 


froth late April to early June, 5 q one can deduce when this photograph 
was taken, as well as when Je$m and hi 5 apostles plucked heads ol 
wheat an d ate the tasiy grain raw. (Mark 2:23; Luke 6:1; John 4:35) 
The Law permitted them to pick while walking **through th# grain- 
fields," They were not callously trampling down, someone's groin but 
likely using public tootparhs that commonly crossed fields. -Matt. 
12:1; 13:4- Deot. 23 ; 25 . 
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S HILOH (view to Wl. Evidently Shiloh 
once situated -on this rounded |sil 
(tighter |, surrounded .by higher hills, as if 
sheltered In the palm qf a hand. In Bit Beal 
times, i he area was probably quite ver- 
dant T before being abused by radical 
deforestation., After Israel entered the 
Promised Uni they sat up the tabernacle 
(left} In GiLgal. Then they moved it here to 
Shitoh in the central mountains, where it 
stayed for many years as the focus of true 
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worship. [Jash. 1-3:1; Ju-dR. 2 1:19) Crowds 
of Israelites could assemble in the valley 
S of the hill, fepbtbah, keeping his vow. 
brought his daughter to live here. (Judg. 
11:31, 39, 40| Before Samuel’s birth, his 
parents came to offer sacrifices at Shiloh, lat¬ 
er bringing their boy to minister at the tab 
ernacle with high priest Eli (right). 11 Sam. 
1:1-3, 24-2 S;. 2:11 | When Israel wok the 
Ark away from the tabernacle, God forsook 
Shiloh.-—PS. 73:60; Jer. 7: 12: 26:4 6. 













